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We tacked into a building NE breeze up through 
the harbour avoiding the obstructions and 
navigational marks known well to our 5 crew 
from Sydney. 
Out through the Heads and a kite run southward, 
and with the choppy confused water from the 
spectator craft gone, and the headsail from the 
foredeck retrieved from overboard, there was 
time to relax and enjoy the sunset. 
 

 
TSCQ, Balmain and Cleveland burgees 
 
Throughout the first night we heard over the 
VHF the drama of the stricken and sinking yacht 
Georgia’s plight and the efforts of yacht Merit to 
rescue their 14 crew. The finale to the successful 
rescue had Merit transfer the crew to a Police 
vessel and continues on racing, eventually being 
granted 18 hours extra time. Well done crew! 
 

 
Breaking all previous speed records 

Saturday 27th December. 
All day not a sail to be seen on the horizon 
(although Linsay spotted a couple of feint 
specks) and the NE breeze pushing us along at a 
steady 12 knots with the top of 18 knots drawing 
hoots of excitement from us all. A Chinese gibe 
knocked us almost flat, and it was some 30 
second later that we freed the spinnaker halyard 
and regained balance. Within 5 minutes the 
spinnaker was aloft again and the incident but a 
memory. 
 

 
Southerly change front (a bit scary!) 
 
The forecast westerly change came before 
nightfall and built through the night, the heel too 
great for sleeping, we sat back to the lifelines 
while wave after wave crashed over the deck 
being encouraged by 30-40 knots of icy Bass 
Strait westerly wind. The spray from the bow 
was only visible in the moon less blackened sky 
for the phosfluorescence (plankton) in the spray, 
clinging to the sails wetted surface and fading in 
luminance, only to be re-ignited by the next 
wave and dousing of sea water. Glowing 
dolphins weaved their game of ‘catch us if you 
can’ disappearing under the bow and leaping 
invisibly into the chilly air, oblivious to the less 
than ideal weather conditions.   
 

 
After the front 
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Sunday 28th December. 
Flat rolling seas and an abating SW breeze 
bought some of the fleet back together, boats that 
should be well in front of us were catching from 
astern, and the regular position radio ‘scheds’ 
had informed us that we had occupied 4th, 3rd and 
2nd positions in division to date. If you want to 
make a boat go faster, that’s how you do it, tells 
us we are a chance at some silverware and we’ll 
keep working at it.  
 

 
Encouraging life into a lifeless spinnaker 
 
Even with no wind around 5pm 2I kept moving 
where others may have stopped and that evening 
we heard through a text message that we were 
leading our division. We rounded Tasman Island 
at 2am and by sunrise were well across Storm 
Bay. 
 

 
Sunrise on iceberg watch 
 
Monday 29th December. 
A northerly breeze built to a point where a sail 
change was imminent, however as we 
approached the Iron Pot and mouth of the 
Derwent River, the wind settled (as predicted by 
Bruce) and we carried the same sails all the way 
to the finish. 
 

 
Too much fun. 
 
As we crossed the finish line, a canon blasted on 
the shore and we were later to realise that it 
signaled the arrival of the winning boats in each 
division. It was 8am and in reality, we needed to 
wait for the finish of another boat at 6.30 pm that 
evening to correctly claim the divisional win.  
 

 
Prime position for 2I 
 
We docked nearby Wild Oats whose crew had 
long vanished and graciously accepted the carton 
of Cascade delivered by a waiting official. With 
beer downed, we turned our attention to the 
resident ‘not for racing’ rum and 5th night 
dinners that helped expel the icy chill from the 
60 miles and many hours reaching across Storm 
Bay and tacking up the Derwent River. Race 
time was 3 days and 19 hours. I won the wager. 
 
Tuesday 30th December. 
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Trophy time. 
 
Rudy Webber collected what will always be a 
cherished trophy, a large green flag stating 
Divisional Winner – 2008 Rolex Sydney Hobart 
after watching the Commodore of the CYC and 
HYC laid a wreath in the harbour in memory of 
the sailors who had lost their lives involved in 
previous races.   
 

 
New Years Eve 
 
I left after enjoying a quiet New Years Eve 
celebration aboard 2I while some of the race 
crew elected to return with 2I to Sydney (well, if 
you got sea legs you might as well use them!)  
The Trailer Sailer boys did our part, Linsay in 
charge of navigation and radio duties (and just 
about everything else) Bruce on the bow and me 
assisting on the foredeck. 
A fantastic experience that will live with me 
forever. 
Would I do it again?….you bet! 
 
Steven Lock – Lloyds Brokers Too Impetuous 
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THE TRAILER SAILER CLUB OF QLD. INC. 
PO Box 1501 
Capalaba QLD 4157 
 
Info@tscq.org.au 
www.tscq.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Contacts 2007-08 
Position Victim Contact Tel. 
 
President 

Marty Wallace 
PO Box 1501 
Capalaba Qld 4157 

 
0411 869101 

 
Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

Steven Lock 
PO Box 1501 
Capalaba Qld 4157 

 
0413 425 174 

 
Treasurer 

Kevin Ditton 
41 Pauline St 
Marsden Qld 4132 

 
3805 5650 

Sailing Committee Linsay Patterson 0412 250 880 
Publicity Geoff East 0417 626034 
Starter Greg Brazier 0407 827 814 
Assistant Starter Marty Wallace 0411 869101 
Handicapper/Recorder Mark Goldspink / Peter Cooke 3390 6172 / 0412 371878 
Safety Bruce Green 3848 5827 
Q.Y.A. Delegate Linsay Patterson 0412 250 880 
Regatta Committee Chair Linsay Patterson 0412 250 880 
Crew Coordinator Susie McCarthy 3264 4920  
Programmer Kevin Read 3847 4221 
Assistant Programmer Lyndon Harnell 3824 3251 
Providore Bruce Green 3848 5827 
Sergeant At Arms Kevin Ditton 3805 5650 
Historian David Brazier 3272 4890 

 




